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Introduction
This year, NAISA is taking place across eight sites globally. Dechinta Centre for Research and
Learning is excited to host you for the 2022 Native American and Indigenous Studies Association
(NAISA) Conference on Chief Drygeese territory.
Dechinta began in 2010 in response to a research project
that identified the barriers Northern Indigenous
communities were facing when trying to access
postsecondary education. Dechinta programming was
designed by academics, Elders, community leaders, and
Northern students with the goal of offering accessible,
holistic, and family-centered education rooted in Indigenous
knowledge. Over a decade later, we continue to offer a
rich educational experience that is respectful of Northern
expertise, culture, families, and the needs of communities,
while also leading an emerging knowledge sector in
Northern Canada.
www.dechinta.ca
admin@dechinta.ca
The Native American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA) is an interdisciplinary,
international membership-based organization, comprised of scholars working in the fields of Native
American and Indigenous Studies, broadly defined. NAISA began through exploratory meetings
hosted by the University of Oklahoma in 2007 and by the University of Georgia in 2008,
incorporated in 2009, and has since become the premier international and interdisciplinary
professional organization for scholars, graduate students, independent researchers, and community
members interested in all aspects of Indigenous Studies. NAISA hosts an annual meeting that
welcomes faculty and students in colleges, universities, and tribal colleges; community-based scholars
and elders; and independent professionals working in the field. Our annual meetings have grown
exponentially: from 350 attendees at the first gathering in 2007 to over 1000 attendees at the 2017
conference. We especially encourage Indigenous community-driven scholarship. NAISA is also
responsible for the journal Native American & Indigenous Studies (NAIS), published by the
University of Minnesota Press.
www.naisa.org
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Where We Will Learn Together:
Dene Land and People
The Wiìliìdeh Yellowknives Dene are one of the
peoples of the T’satsaot’ine (metal or copper
people). Wiìliìdeh territory consists of lands
around Tı̨ ndeè (Great Slave Lake) north to the
Copper-mine River, and east to the Thelon River.
Since 1959, descendants of the T’satsaot’ine have
lived mostly at Denı́nu Kų́ę́, Rocher River, Łútsël
K’é, Reliance, N’Dılǫ, T’èɂehdaà/Dettah and
Enodah. Today, the people and their territory are
named after the great T’satsaot’ine leader AkehCho: The Akaitcho Peoples and Akaitcho Territory.
Wiìliìdeh Yellowknives Dene call themselves after
the river (the Wiìliìdeh) in the southerly parts of
their territory, where they traditionally spent
summer.
In the Wiìliìdeh Yellowknives dialect, Wiìliìh is the
fish known as coney (or inconnu) in English and
deh means flowing water or river. Wiìliìdeh
Yellowknives Elders tell a story about European
explorer Alexander Mackenzie, who decided to
call the river “Yellowknife” after what they thought
the people camped at the mouth were calling
themselves. Elders today believe their ancestors
and the interpreter were actually informing
Mackenzie about the copper knives they held in
their hands at the time.
The Yellowknives Dene First Nation consists of
the communities of T’èɂehdaà/Dettah and Ndılǫ.
The Yellowknives Dene are the experts at
Dechinta programs in Chief Drygeese Territory.
They carry and live Dene philosophy, theory, and
practical knowledge about how to live well in their
territory. Dechinta is extremely fortunate to host
this portion of NAISA North in Yellowknives Dene
territory.

Where Are We?
Denendeh: The land of the people
Chief Drygeese Territory: Home to the
Yellowknives Dene First Nations which
includes the communities of Dettah and
Ndilo.
Tı̨ ndeè: Great Slave Lake
T’èɂehdaà/Dettah:
Dettah
means
“charcoal” or “burnt point”. It is located
on the Northern shore of Great Slave
Lake, just outside of Yellowknife. The
Dettah area has been used as a
summertime
gathering
site
for
generations, eventually growing into
one of the two Yellowknives Dene
Communities.
Ndılǫ: Ndilǫ means “end of island”. It is
located on the north end of Latham
Island, adjacent to the City of
Yellowknife. Despite being located in
close proximity to Yellowknife, Ndilo
remains an independent and distinct
community. The area has always been
an important fishing and berry picking
spot, with access to prime hunting areas.
Ndilo became a permanent settlement
in the early 1940s.
Wiìliìdeh Yatiı̀: One of the traditional
languages spoken in Chief Drygeese
Territory, where Yellowknife now exists.
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Bus Schedule
Please note: Conference registration and a bus ticket are BOTH required to
board the shuttle bus!

June 22
5:30pm: Pick up at Explorer Hotel in Yellowknife, drive to Yellowknife Ski Club.
9:00pm and 9:30pm: Pick up at Yellowknife Ski Club, drive to Explorer Hotel in Yellowknife.

June 23
8:30am: Pick up at Explorer Hotel in Yellowknife, drive to Yellowknife Ski Club.
2:30pm-6:00pm: Bus shuttle will be every 30 minutes from the Ski Club to T’èɂehdaà/Dettah.
Final bus back to Yellowknife Ski Club will be at 6:00 for the film premier.
9:00pm and 9:30pm: Pick up at Yellowknife Ski Club, drive to Explorer Hotel in Yellowknife.

June 24
9:30am: Pick up at Explorer Hotel in Yellowknife and drive to Yellowknife Ski Club.
6:00 and 6:30pm: Bus drives from Ski Club to Explorer Hotel and then drive from Explorer
Hotel to T’èɂehdaà/Dettah.
9:00 and 9:30pm: Pick up at T’èɂehdaà/Dettah, drive to Explorer Hotel.

June 25
2:30 and 3:00pm: Pick up at Explorer Hotel, drive to Wiìliìdeh Site.
8:20pm: Pick up at Wiìliìdeh Site, drive to Explorer Hotel.

Taxi Options:
Yellowknife Cab: (867) 873 6666
Aurora Taxi: (867) 873-5050
City Cab: (867) 873-4444

Explorer Hotel
4825 49th Ave,
Yellowknife, NT
X1A 2R3

Explorer
Hotel/Pick Up

Ph: (867) 873-3531
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Conference Event Locations
Yellowknife Ski Club

Location of Community Activities and Handgames in Dettah
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Directions to the
Wiìliìdeh Site
The Wiìliìdeh Site is located across
from the Yellowknife River Territorial
Park.
To get there:
1. Take the Ingraham Trail out of
Yellowknife (Follow signs to
Dettah)
2. Drive until you cross the
Yellowknife River Bridge
3. After the bridge, take the next left
driveway. You will see the
'Yellowknife River Territorial Day
Use Park' on your right. On your
left will be a slightly less visible
turn-off
with a Yellowknives
Dene sign. Follow the signs on
the left to the parking lot!

Directions to
T’èɂehdaà/Dettah
Dettah is a Yellowknives Dene
Community located about 21km
outside of Yellowknife.
To get to there:
1. Take the Ingraham Trail out of
Yellowknife (Follow signs to
Dettah)
2. Drive 3km past the Yellowknife
River Bridge and turn right onto
the Dettah Highway
3. The Dettah Highway will take
you all the way to Dettah.
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Schedule of Events: Kick-Off
Wednesday, June 22nd, 2022 | 5:30-9:00pm | Yellowknife Ski Club

Schedule Overview:
5:30pm | Bus departure from Explorer Hotel to the Ski Club
6:00-7:00pm | Dinner
7:00pm | Keynote Address - Dene Land Struggles in an International Context
9:00 & 9:30pm | Bus pick up at the Ski Club, drive to Explorer Hotel

Event Details
Dinner (Served at the Ski Club):

6pm
7pm

7pm
8:30
pm

Smokehouse and Grill (SH&G) German-style potato salad
BLT Salad: Sourdough Croutons, butter lettuce, smoked cherry tomatoes,
brined pork belly, candied maple bacon & SH&G Barn Sauce
Meats: Smoked AAA Angus Brisket BBQ & Smoked; Cut Chicken
Veggie Option: Verde Quinoa Stuffed Acorn Squash finished with Salsa
Verde Fresca
Sauces & Garnishes: Pickled Onions, Smoked Tomato Chutney, Smokey
BBQ Sauce, Jalapeno Mango BBQ Sauce, Bread: Garlic Knotts

Keynote Address: Dene Land Struggles in an International
Context with Dr. Glen Coulthard
Glen Coulthard is Yellowknives Dene and an associate professor in the First Nations and
Indigenous Studies Program and the Departments of Political Science at the University of
British Columbia. He is the author of Red Skin, White Masks: Rejecting the Colonial Politics of
Recognition (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2014), winner of the 2016 Caribbean
Philosophical Association’s Frantz Fanon Award for Outstanding Book, the Canadian Political
Science Association’s CB Macpherson Award for Best Book in Political Theory in 2014/2015,
and the Rik Davidson Studies in Political Economy Award for Best Book in 2016. He is also a
board member and instructor at the Dechinta Centre for Research and Learning.
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Schedule of Events: Day 1
Thursday, June 23rd, 2022
8:30am-9:00pm | Yellowknife Ski Club & T’èɂehdaà/Dettah

Schedule Overview:
8:30 am | Bus departure from Explorer Hotel to Ski Club
9:00am- 10:00am | Panel: Language Revitalization in the North
10:30-11:30am | Discussing "Refracted Economies: Diamond Mining & Social Reproduction in the North"
12:00-1:00pm | Lunchtime Lecture with Leanne Betasamosake Simpson
1:00-2:30pm | Complexities of Relationality Research Conducted with and by Indigenous Peoples
2:30pm | First Bus Departure from Ski Club to T’èɂehdaà/Dettah (dinner will be served to-go)
2:30 -6:00pm | T’èɂehdaà/Dettah Handgames and Community Engagement, Bus shuttles every half
hour between Ski Club and T’èɂehdaà/Dettah
6:00pm | Last shuttle departure from T’èɂehdaà/Dettah to Ski Club
7:00-8:30pm | Film Premier: Strong People, Strong Communities
9:00 & 9:30 | Bus departure from Ski Club to Yellowknife

Event Details
Panel: Language Revitalization in the North
Kyle Napier, Mary Rose Sunberg, Charlene Liske

9am
10am

The Importance of Language in Creating Strong Communities
Mary Rose Sunberg and Charlene Liske
Mary-Rose Sundberg is the granddaughter of Chief Baptise Madzii Drygeese, Chief
Drygeese, who signed the treaty of 1921 (Treaty 8). Her father worked at Giant Mine. She
has dedicated her life to the transmission of her language and traditions to other
generations. Mary-Rose is the Executive director of the Goyatiko Language Society in
Téɂehdaà (Dettah). She is also an interpretor/translator, language specialist, community
leader, and an instructor at Dechinta. She teaches language and history.
Charlene Liske is a Yellowknives Dene First Nation member from Te?ehdaa, NT. Charlene
graduated from St. Patrick high School in 2002 and continued her studies at Grande
Prairie Regional College in the Early Learning & Child Care Program for 2 years……
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She is a proud mother of 4 children. Charlene & her husband continue to teach their
children their traditional way of life living off the land. She has worked with the
Yellowknives Dene First Nation for the last 10 years as the Community Wellness
Programmer, where she is known to coordinate all the special & culture events in the
communities of Dettah/Ndilo. She now sits on the Dettah District Education Authority
as the vice-chair person. She has also sat on the Mackenzie Recreation Association
Executive Board for the North Salve Region and on the Dechinta Board of Directors.
Now she is employed with Dechinta as the Lands and Culture Resource Director.

DeneQuest: Inkoze
Kyle Napier, in collaboration with Elder Eileen Beaver
Estimates of speakers of Dene Dedlıne Yatı, or T-dialect Dënesųłiné, are unreliable,
though some Elders say this language only has 300 speakers. Although revitalization
efforts bring attention to the issue of declining language status, there are limited
engaging tools available which lead to measurable acquisition and fluency
development.

9am
10am

DeneQuest: Inkoze is a video game designed by Dene for Dene Dedlıne language
learning. Language learners are invited to join two siblings as the language helps them
navigate the world. Throughout the game, language learners may be joined by more
than a dozen playable animals — including Datsą́ (raven), Chíze (lynx), ʔulday (pike),
Nunı (wolf), Tł’ıstthó t’o (a bee hive), and Ts’u (a spruce tree), and five rez dogs! The
players growth in fluency will allow them to speak with the animals. Along the way,
players will bring together Elders, community members, and animals to revitalize their
language by reconnecting to the land. Gameplay sets the foundation for interested
beginning speakers to gradually become intermediate speakers. This project engages
directly with Indigenous language teachers and practitioners, who specialize in
language acquisition through their works, to ensure measurable growth in language
learning.
The videogame idea was inspired by Dene Elder Eileen Beaver, who is a 25-year
teacher of Dene Dedlıne Yatı. The game is designed by Kyle Napier — a university
instructor specializing in language acquisition, who is Dene/nêhiyaw Métis. The game’s
art team is made up entirely of Indigenous women — two of which are Dene. As a lifelong language instructor, Eileen has considered all the different technological
resources for supporting Indigenous language acquisition. Eileen already had a great
working relationship with Kyle Napier, the game designer behind DeneQuest. They
have previously partnered on the world’s first movie filmed in four languages (three of
which are Indigenous), another video game, and a master’s thesis.
Kyle is Dene/nêhiyaw Métis and a member of Northwest Territory Métis Nation. He has
dedicated himself to Indigenous language reclamation with the languages of his
lineage. He is a language mentor in the NWT Mentor-Apprentice Program. He currently
holds multiple graduate research positions with the University of Alberta, is a sessional
instructor with the University of Victoria, and is an instructor and research principal
investigator with Mount Royal University. Kyle does audiovisual for concerts and
festivals, designs video games for language revitalization, and is a school lead and
Indigenous engagement coordinator with Connected North. He is also co-chair of
Native Land Digital. He holds a Bachelor of Communication — Journalism, and a Master
of Arts in Communication and Technology from the University of Alberta
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10am
10:30

10:30
am
11:30
am

Refreshments
Assorted fruit platter
Assorted mini breakfast pastries
Tea and Coffee

Discussing “Refracted Economies: Diamond Mining
and Social Reproduction in the North"
Dr. Glen Coulthard, Marie Speakman, Dr. Rebecca Hall
In this panel, Glen Coulthard will speak with Rebecca Hall about her book, Refracted
Economies: Diamond Mining and Social Reproduction in the North. The book centers on
northern Indigenous women's caring labours - caring in the home, the community and
with the land - as a means of thinking through the impacts of the Canadian diamond
industry. The panel will open with reflections from Marie Speakman, an advocate for
Indigenous women and survivors of gender violence. Rebecca Jane Hall is an assistant
professor in the Department of Global Development Studies at Queen’s University.

Lunchtime Lecture –
Rehearsals for Living: My First Letter
Dr. Leanne Betasamosake Simpson

12pm
1pm

When the world entered pandemic lockdown in spring 2020, Robyn Maynard, influential
author of Policing Black Lives, and Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, renowned artist,
musician, and author of Noopiming: The Cure for White Ladies, began writing each other
letters—a gesture sparked by a desire for kinship and connection in a world shattering
under the intersecting crises of pandemic, police killings, and climate catastrophe.
These letters soon grew into a powerful exchange about where we go from here. For
this presentation, Leanne will be reading from her first letter.
Leanne Betasamosake Simpson is a Michi Saagiig Nishnaabeg scholar, writer, musician
and member of Alderville First Nation. She is the author of seven previous books,
including newly released, A Short History of the Blockade, and the novel Noopiming: A
Cure for White Ladies which was released in the US in 2021 by the University of
Minnesota Press. Leanne has released four albums including f(l)ight and Noopiming
Sessions, and her new work Theory of Ice. Her latest book, co-authored with Robyn
Maynard and entitled Rehearsals for Living: Conversations on Abolition and AntiColonialism, is forthcoming in 2022. Leanne works with the Dechinta Centre for Research
and Learning as an instructor.
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12pm
1pm

Lunch
Assorted sandwiches (Turkey/Ham/Roasted Veg/Roast Beef)
Leafy green salad (mixed greens, cucumber, cherry tomato, leek,
sweet onion) with house vinegarette

Complexities of Relationality Research Conducted
with and by Indigenous Peoples
Dr. Gina Starblanket, Dr. Shalene Jobin, Dr. Daniel Voth

1pm
2:30
pm

This panel brings together a range of practices and methodologies focused on the concept
and application of relationality in research conducted with and by Indigenous peoples. The
presenters are all Indigenous scholars working with and for Indigenous peoples in the context
of community engaged initiatives, institutional and research centres, and scholar driven
projects. Material at this panel will cover the complexities of defining and actioning relational
methods in research conducted in educational institutions by Indigenous scholars. Taking up
institutional and granting agency moves to “Indigenize” the academy and research,
consideration will be given to the supports and challenges this produces for Indigenous
scholars and research centres in mobilizing and achieving meaningful community partnerships.
Additionally, attention will be paid to the challenge of deploying relational methods in contexts
of deep division among and between Indigenous nations, and the role Indigenous researchers
play in navigating that complexity. Presentations will also include reflections on collaborative
work by a collective of scholars and activists who came together to research, design and
produce a series of accessible, community-facing resources for Indigenous survivors of
violence and their families. Lastly, through reference to the concept of knowledge bundles, the
conversation will turn to efforts to develop and translate resurgent research methods with the
goal of supporting the revitalization of Indigenous nations’ governance systems and processes.
Taken together, the panel will offer a robust engagement with the complexities and
possibilities of relational research with and by Indigenous peoples and communities.
Gina Starblanket is Cree and Saulteaux and a member of the Star Blanket Cree Nation in Treaty 4
territory. She is principal investigator of the SSHRC-funded Prairie Relationality Network, co-author of
Storying Violence: Unravelling Colonial Narratives in the Stanley Trial (ARP: 2020), and co-editor of
Visions of the Heart: Issues Involving Indigenous Peoples in Canada (OUP: 2019). Gina’s research
focuses on Indigenous political life and takes up questions relating to decolonization, gender,
Indigenous feminism, treaty implementation, and relationality.
Shalene Jobin is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Native Studies, Canada Research Chair in
Indigenous Governance, and Director of the Indigenous Governance and Partnership program at the
University of Alberta. Dr. Jobin is the co-creator and founding Academic Director of the Indigenous
Partnership Development Program, an executive-level teaching partnership between Executive
Education and the Faculty of Native Studies, University of Alberta. Shalene is Cree from her mother
(Wuttunee family) and Métis from her father (Jobin family) and is a member of Red Pheasant Cree
First Nation (Treaty Six).
Daniel Voth is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University of
Calgary, and served as the Director of the International Indigenous Studies Program from 2019 2022. He is Métis from the Métis Nation of the Red River Valley. Raised in Winnipeg’s inner city, his
research agenda focuses on the political relationships between Indigenous peoples, particularly in
southern Manitoba, as well as the way settler-imposed power structures and land dispossession
undermine important gender orientations to governance.
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2:30
pm
6pm

Dettah Handgames and Community Engagement
Open to the Public and community members
We will be driving to the Yellowknives Dene community of T’èɂehdaà/Dettah to engage
in cultural activities. Dechinta will have a tent set up with fresh fish, bannock and dry fish
and muskrat cutting demonstrations. You will also be welcome to learn more about Dene
hand games and to witness the hand game tournament happening over the weekend.
There will also be food and art vendors set up at the tournament!

Strong People, Strong Communities: Documentary
Film Premier and Youth Panel

7pm
8:30
pm

Morgan Tsetta, Jordan Epelon, Kyla LeSage, Maya Paul,
Danielle Wenderhorst, Mahalia Yakelaya Newmark
Join us for the film premier of Strong People, Strong Communities: The documentary,
directed and produced by Morgan Tsetta. The film tells the incredible story of a
grassroots, Indigenous led mural project bringing together 21 artists to create six murals
in Sǫǫ̀mbak’è/Yellowknife, N’Dılǫ and T’èɂehdaà/Dettah. The film focuses on an inperson gathering that was held in the summer of 2021 which brought together artists,
volunteers, storytellers, knowledge holders, Elders, and members of the public to paint
three beautiful murals that honour the different parts of our communities. The film will be
followed by a discussion from some of the youth who were involved in the creation of the
film and the mural.
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Schedule of Events: Day 2
Friday June 24th, 2022
9:30am-9:30pm | Yellowknife Ski Club and Dettah

Schedule Overview:
9:30am | Bus Departure from Explorer Hotel to Ski Club
10:00- 11:30am | Supporting Land Based Wellness: Holistic Approaches to Being & Keeping Well on the Land
12:00-1:00pm | Lunchtime Lecture –Returning to the Lands of our Ancestors: Northern Indigenous Women,
Resurgence, and Diverse Academic Journeys
1:00-2:30pm | Indigenous Gender Justice: Creating New Communities of Care
3:00-4:30pm | Indigenous Arts of Resurgence: Indigenous Feminist Interventions & Activations in the
University
5:00-6:00pm | Dinner (Served at Ski Club)
6:00 & 6:30 | Bus from Ski Club to Explorer Hotel, then drive from hotel to T’èɂehdaà/Dettah
6:30-9:30pm | Dettah Handgames and Community Engagement
9:00 & 9:30pm | Bus departure from T’èɂehdaà/Dettah to Explorer Hotel in Yellowknife.

Event Details
Supporting Land-Based Wellness: Holistic Approaches
to Being and Keeping Well on the Land
Rachel Cluderay, Jean Erasmus, Jennie Vandermeer

10am
11:30
am

This panel brings together Indigenous wellness advocates that will share how they support
Indigenous peoples wellbeing on the land. The presenters all work with and for Indigenous
peoples in the context of community-driven wellness initiatives. Each presenter takes a
different, yet similar approach in engaging with Northern communities to address mental
health struggles and to build resiliency. We will learn about the work that each of these
presenters does to enhance wellness within their communities. Read their bios below to learn
more about their work.
Rachel Cluderay was born and raised in Sǫ̀mba K’è (Yellowknife), Denendeh where she still
lives today. She is a nêhiyaw-English paddler and land-based learning advocate. Rachel is the
Project Director of Supporting Wellbeing, an emerging training program that aims to provide
tools and resources for land-based programmers to mitigate and respond to mental health
challenges on the land.………

19

…………She has first-hand experience of participants being in crisis during on the land programs,
which sparked her interest in developing this program. She is passionate about supporting
Indigenous peoples to strengthen their connection to the land as she believes it is foundational
for the resurgence of Indigenous cultures, languages, and ways of being.

10
11:30
am

12pm
1pm

12pm
1:00
pm

Jean Erasmus: Jean Erasmus is Dene and Cree originally from Fort Chipewyan and now makes
Yellowknife her home. As a child, she was fortunate enough to experience living on the land
with her family. She later spent 6 years in Indian Residential Schools (IRS) and is a thirdgeneration survivor. Jean began her personal healing when she was a teenage mom. She is
passionate about her work with Indigenous people with whom she has worked for over thirty
years. Jean earned her designation as a Registered Professional Counsellor and is a member
of the Canadian Professional Counsellors Assoociation. She is able to draw from her skill set
and life experiences to help people with their physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual wellbeing. As a Certified Life Coach, Jean can also help them build healthier relationships and
reach personal goals. Indigenous Services Canada has designated Jean to provide therapeutic
services for Residential School Survivors and their families in the Yellowknife area. Her vision is
to help people become aware of unhealthy behaviours and find solutions towards change.
Jennie Vandermeer is Sahtúgot'ı̨ nę (person from Great Bear Lake) and grew up in Délı̨ nę,
Northwest Territories (NWT). She is an Indigenous language speaker (Dene Kedǝ́-North
Slavey) and a wellness advocate. Her educational background includes a Bachelor of Science
in Environmental Science from Royal Roads University. She has extensive experience working
with communities across the NWT on water quality, environmental assessment, wildlife
management, forestry, and protected areas. More recently, she worked with the territorial
government on their anti-racism and Indigenous reconciliation initiatives. She currently resides
in Tłegǫ́hłı̨ (Norman Wells), NWT and works as a consultant, providing project management
and facilitation services. She specializes in the decolonization of policy, programs and services
through the acknowledgement and incorporation of Indigenous culture and knowledge.
Jennie believes that a strong relationship between people and land are vital to health and
wellbeing. Jennie was a Supporting Wellbeing Steering Committee member for the last two
years and was integral to ensuring this project was developed in a good way.

Lunch
Build Your Own Super Salad Bar: An assortment of greens / Grains / Veg
/ Fresh & Dried Fruits / as well as Chicken, Smoked Sausage, Carne Asada
to build the coolest and craziest salads imaginable

Lunchtime Lecture — Returning to the Lands of our
Ancestors: Northern Indigenous Women,
Resurgence, and Diverse Academic Journeys
Dr. Crystal Gail Fraser, Dr. Anita Lafferty, Crystal Wood
Chaired by: Dr. Sara Komarnisky
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As a collective of Northern Indigenous scholars with diverse backgrounds and experiences in
academia, we found common ground in our kinship ties that take us back to our ancestral
Lands in the Northwest Territories. Upon returning to our Homelands, we each carry with us
the knowledge of our ancestors as we share in our united stories of coming back to the
North. The physical act of returning to the North for this conference will ground and guide us
in unprecedented ways, after long absences due to COVID. While we have been practising
resurgences in our academic lives, we yearn for this opportunity to collaborate and discuss
what resurgences means after two years of turning inward. Simpson, a Michi Saagiig
Nishnaabeg scholar, (2017) discusses the word resurgence as “another way of describing
[the] flourishment of Indigenous knowledges, laws, languages, and practice” (p.17). This is
what our panel intends to do.

12pm
1:00
pm

Our panel of three Indigenous women scholars from diverse northern backgrounds. We will
focus on how each of us continue to flourish in our various disciplines of History and
Education within academia. As first generation Indigenous scholars, we (re)member our
ancestral Lands that brought us together as Northerners living and working in Alberta.
Crystal Gail Fraser is Dinjii Zhuh and will share her experiences having completed a PhD in
Canadian history and now holding a faculty position at the University of Alberta. Crystal
will discuss how the North and Land brought her strength as she navigated her research
on the history of Indian Residential Schools in the NWT in an unsupportive PhD context.
Anita Lafferty a ts’eili- iskwew (Dene Cree) and citizen of Lı́ı́dlı̨ ı̨ Kų́ę́ First Nation. She holds
a PhD in Secondary education, her doctoral dissertation explores the experiences of
Dene Learning From/With the Land. As she completes her final year, she will share her
evolving experiences within academia that has brought her full circle in returning to the
North as an advocate for change in education.
Crystal Wood is a member of Łı́ı́dlı̨ ı̨ Kų́ę́ First Nation and is a 60’s scoop survivor returning
to ancestral Lands. She will discuss her journey being a displaced Indigenous community
member in territory very different from her ancestral lands and coming full circle. She
discusses her journey in academica and her experience as a first year of her PhD program
in Educational policy studies for Indigenous Peoples Education at the University of
Alberta.
We will share how we continue to strive towards the mobilization of decolonial practices that
honours Indigenous ways of knowing where mentorship is central to our teachings. As we
Indigneous women with Northern roots. We hope to add to a northern understanding of
resurgence and encourage others to pursue their own educational aspirations.

Indigenous Gender Justice: Creating new
communities of Care

1pm
2:30
pm

Cindy Allen, Kyle Shaughnessy, Robin Gray
Yamozha and His Beaver Wife –Where is the Justice?
Cindy Allen
This presentation will revisit the Yamozha and his Beaver Wife story from an Indigenous
Dene feminist perspective to give a different retelling of the story that is different from the
well-known Dene Nation male perspective of the traditional story. I will look at the
Yamozha and his Beaver Wife story, using the published Theytus House book with artwork
by Archie Beaulieu, to describe the dene laws in the story and how those laws were broken
by Yamozha with violent and tragic consequences to the Beaver Wife and her child……………
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……This presentation will illustrate how Dene laws can make space for Dene women around
the community fire, which has been very limited in the NWT due to the colonial imposition
of non-Indigenous ways of knowing that have shut out Dene women from community and
leadership roles and from their own homes.
Cindy Allen is a northern Indigenous woman with Weledeh, Yellowknives Dene, Tlicho and
settler ancestry. She is the daughter of Christine Allen (née Doctor) and Richard Allen and is
the granddaughter of Marie- Adele and Gabriel Doctor. She is a Treaty 8 member of the
Yellowknives Dene First Nation from the Northwest Territories and is a Wolf Clan member.

Land Informed Cultural Ethics in Two-Spirit and Indigiqueer Healing
Kyle Shaughnessy

1pm
2:30
pm

In this presentation I would like to present background and findings from my 2021 MSW
thesis research project “Cultural Revitalization Through Two-Spirit Teaching Practices.” This
will include not just formal presentation on the topic but also stories of teaching
experiences that I’ve had that inspired this research topic or were shared by other TwoSpirit educators who participated in the research. Ultimately, while I had anticipated this
research project resulting in a short list of culturally relevant teaching tips and facilitation
training skills, what emerged was much different and more grounded in Indigenous
epistemologies. The Two-Spirit educators I had conversations with and heard stories from
were not utilizing specific teaching skills, but their teaching and learning approaches were
consistently being guided by culturally informed ethical frameworks. What surfaced in
these stories and conversations further supports Two-Spirit teaching and learning work,
particularly within the realm of cultural safety training, to be delivered through a culturally
specific lens, versus under a Eurocentric LGBTQ+ diversity training umbrella where it is
commonly held.
Kyle Shaughnessy is a trans and Two-Spirit writer, social worker, and educator of mixed
European (Irish, Ukrainian) and Indigenous (Tłı̨ chǫ Dene) background. Originally from all
over the Northwest Territories and rural BC, he has a smalltown heart and a deep
appreciation for the ways that land informs our ethics and ways of relating to one another
and the world around us. In his academic work, Kyle has focused on Two-Spirit education
and the linkages between decolonization and re-embracing gender diversity within our
Indigenous communities. In 2021 Kyle successfully defended his MSW thesis, exploring
Two-Spirit ethical frameworks being used in teaching & learning practices. He currently
works as an Indigenous Educational Consultant at the University of British Columbia on
unceded xʷməθkʷəy̓ əm (Musqueam) territory (Vancouver, BC).

Rematriation: Paradigms for Indigenous Futurities
Dr. Robin R. R. Gray
What do Indigenous peoples mean when we mobilize the term rematriation? Approached
from a decolonial analysis of rematriation discourse and activism, I argue that rematriation
is an Indigenous feminist paradigm, an embodied praxis of recovery and return, and a
sociopolitical mode of resurgence and refusal. Drawing from auto-ethnographic and
community-based research with, by, and for Ts’msyen from Lax Kw’alaams, B.C., I show
how Indigenous laws and protocols are foundational to rematriation paradigms. Based on
examinations of a song return case study, protocols in return ceremonies between
Indigenous nations on the northwest coast of B.C., and a totem pole raising to prevent LNG
development, I illustrate what rematriation is, what it wants, what it takes, and what it does.
As a decolonial paradigm based on Indigenous feminist ontologies, Indigenous
methodologies, and land-based pedagogies, I argue that rematriation is essential for
Indigenous futurities……
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1pm
2:30
pm

Robin Gray is Ts’msyen from Lax Kw’alaams, BC, and Mikisew Cree from Fort Chipewyan, AB.
She is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Toronto
Mississauga. Prior to joining the faculty at U of T, she held a two-year UC President’s
Postdoctoral Fellowship at the University of California Santa Cruz. Their current research
focuses on the repatriation of Ts’msyen songs from archives, and foundational issues related
to the preservation, management, ownership, access and control of Indigenous cultural
heritage. Her book manuscript, tentatively titled Indigenous Repatriation: Law, Property and
Nationhood (in progress), examines various forms of Indigenous repatriation to analyze the
colonial power dynamics engendered by the transformation of Indigenous cultural heritage
into the property of people, states and institutions unrelated to the source community.

Indigenous Arts of Resurgence: Indigenous
Feminist Interventions and Activations in the
University
Dr. Kristen Bos, Dr. Maria Hupfield, Dr. Yvonne Sherwood
This roundtable brings three activist scholars/artists into conversation to discuss how
we activate our responsibilities to land(s) in our scholarship through land-based
pedagogies, arts-based practices, and environmental justice frameworks that premise
meaningful and ongoing relationship to the land, non-extractive research practices, and
frontline activations.

3pm
4:30
pm

Kristen Bos: I am Kristen Bos and I am urban Métis. Born, raised, and adopted in
Tkaranto, but my homeland is in northern Alberta in Treaty 8 territory. I am the CoDirector of the Technoscience Research Unit (TRU) and Assistant Professor of
Indigenous Science and Technology Studies in the Historical Studies Department at the
University of Toronto Mississauga, with a graduate appointment in Women and Gender
Studies Institute at the University of Toronto St. George campus. As an Indigenous
feminist researcher trained in archaeological approaches to material culture as well as
an Indigenous science and technology studies (STS) researcher, I have two projects:
the first is concerned with chemistries of seed beads and the second is focused on
visualizing the relationship between colonialism, data, and pollution in Canada’s
Chemical Valley where 40% of Canada’s petrochemicals are processed.
Yvonne Sherwoood: Way̓ yʕayʕát swit. My name is Yvonne P. Sherwood, I am Spokane
and Coeur d’Alene from what is known as Washington State in the so-called United
States. I grew up on the Yakama Nation Reservation and am now an assistant professor
at the University of Toronto Mississauga, where I teach Indigenous Sociology courses,
including Indigenous Legal Orders and Law and a course on the Indian Act. In addition
to teaching courses, most recently my time has been split between beginning my
language reclamation journey with the Syilx Language House and working on a
collaborative research project called “When the Land Heals, We Heal” with the
Spokane Tribal Network, a Spokane led non-profit organization on Spokane sqlxʷúlaʔxʷ
(the Peoples’ Lands).
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3pm
4:30
pm

Maria Hupfield: I am Anishinaabeg belonging to Wasauksing First Nation, Ontario, Canada,
Robinson Huron Treaty of 1850, (Miller / Tabobondung family). My work in the institution
as an Assistant Professor, Indigenous Performance and Media Art, Canadian Research
Chair in Transdisciplinary Indigenous Arts, and Director / Lead Artist of the Indigenous
Creation Studio, in the Department of Visual Studies / English & Drama at the University
of Toronto Mississauga (UTM), aims to promote accountability to Indigenous Peoples by
modelling respectful relations with Indigenous communities, language and land through
arts-based practices. The research team I work with has three components that function
as interventions and sites of learning: 1) Mashkiki Gitigan Strength of the Earth Garden; 2)
Indigenous Creation Studio; 3) Digital Virtual Living Archive. Presently I am working on
Coffee Break, a book project with Indigenous Performance artists, and co-owner of
Native Art Department International with my husband artist Jason Lujan.

Dinner (Served at Ski Club)

5pm
6pm

6:30
pm
9:30
pm

Corn Tostadas:
Crispy Fried Corn Tortillas
Salads / Starches: Arroz Mexicana (Mexican rice with a tomato base a bit of
heat and cream goodness) Refried Beans, Ensalada Mexicana (Romaine
Lettuce, Avocado, Jicama, Tomato,w. Cilantro Lime Vinaigrette)
Meats: Carnitas Pork (pork confited in duck fat), Beef Barbacoa (braised beef
in a 3 chili adobo), Saltiado Hongo (Combination of Mushroom, Zucchini,
Pineapple, Red Onion and Cilantro)
Sauces & Garnishes: Pickled Onions, Salsa Verde, Salsa Roja, Mexican Corn
Salad, Pico De Gallo

T’èɂehdaà/Dettah Handgames and Drum Dance
Open to the public and community members
We will be driving to the Yellowknives Dene community of T’èɂehdaà/Dettah to
engage in cultural activities. You will be welcome to learn more about Dene hand
games and to witness the hand game tournaments happening over the weekend.
There will also be vendors and other tents set up.
The YKDFN Handgame tournament is scheduled to take place until late on Friday night.
NAISA: North will provide a bus returning to Sǫǫ̀mbak’è/Yellowknife at 9:00 and 9:30.
However handgames may run late into the night, with the drum dance to follow.
Participants may choose to stay later to watch hand games and participate in the drum
dance but will be responsible for their own transportation.
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Schedule of Events: Day 3
Closing Celebration
Saturday June 25th, 2022 | 2:30-8:20pm | Wiìliìdeh Site

Schedule Overview:
2:30 & 3:00pm | Bus Departure from Explorer Hotel in Yellowknife to the Wiìliìdeh Site
3:30-8:00 | NAISA Closing Celebrations
3:30-5:00pm | Ndè Sii Wet’aɂà Book Launch
4:00-6:00pm | 150 Acts of Reconciliation Workshop
5:00-7:30pm | Northern Music Showcase
8:20pm | Bus Departure from Wiìliìdeh Site to Explorer Hotel in Yellowknife.

Event Details
Concluding the NAISA North Sǫǫ̀mbak’è/Yellowknife Conference, Dechinta is hosting a closing
celebration. This will be a full afternoon and evening of family friendly events showcasing
Northern Indigenous brilliance at the YKDFN Wiìliìdeh Site. The day will end with a multi-artist
music performance featuring Leela Gilday, Tanya Snow, Wesley Hardisty and other Northern
artists

Ndè Sii Wet’aɂà Book Launch
Kyla LeSage, Thumlee Drybones-Foliot and Dr. Leanne
Betasamosake Simpson

3:30
5pm

Ndè Sı̀ı̀ Wet’aɂà: Northern Indigenous Voices on Land, Life & Art is a
collection of essays, interviews, short stories, and poetry written by emerging
and established northern Indigenous writers and artists. Centered on land,
cultural practice and northern life, this ground-breaking collection shares
wealth of Dene (Gwich’in, Sahtú, Dehcho, Tłı̨ chǫ, Saysi, Kaska, Dënesųłiné,
Wıìlıìdeh) Inuit, Alutiiq, Inuvialuit, Métis, Nêhiyawak (Cree), Northern Tutchone,
and Tanana Athabascan creative brilliance. Ndè Sı̀ı̀ Wet’aɂà holds up the
voices of women and Two-Spirit and Queer writers to create a chorus of
voices reflecting a deep love of Indigenous cultures, languages, homelands,
and the north.
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3:30
pm
5pm

Kyla LeSage: Kyla LeSage is Vuntut Gwitchin from Old Crow, Yukon, and
Anishinaabe from Garden River, Ontario. She is the Land Based Academic
and Regional Outreach Coordinator at the Dechinta Centre for Research
and Learning.
Thumlee Drybones-Foliot: Thumlee Drybones-Foliot is Dënesųłiné from
Yellowknives Dene First Nation and is an alumni of the Dechinta Centre
for Research and Learning.
Leanne Betasamosake Simpson: Leanne Betasmosake Simpson is a Michi
Saagiig Nishnaabeg writer, academic and musician. She is a faculty and
board member of the Dechinta Centre for Research and Learning.

150 Acts of Reconciliation Story Corner and Block Printing
Dr. Crystal Gail Fraser and Dr. Sara Komarnisky

4pm
6pm

We invite children of all ages and their caregivers to gather for story time.
You can find Crystal Fraser and Sara Komarnisky (150 Acts of Reconciliation)
reading and talking about children’s books addressing themes of Indian
Residential Schools, reconciliation, Indigenous culture, activism, and other
important topics!
Alongside this important discussion, we will be creating art together! Folks
are invited to block print images inspired by 150 Acts of Reconciliation Artist
Lianne Charlie. Bring your own printable item and inspiration!

5pm
8pm

Northern Music Showcase
Dechinta Centre for Research and Learning presents its first ever Northern Music Showcase to
conclude the 2022 NAISA North conference. The day will end with a multi-artist music
performance featuring Leela Gilday, Tanya Snow, Wesley Hardisty and Ben Russo with other
Northern artists. There will be local art vendors and food trucks at the event (food is not
provided).
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Mahsi cho!
Mahsı̀ Cho to the Elders for your generous gifts of knowledge, experience and
encouragement.
Mahsı̀ Cho to all of the presenters for sharing their medicines and brilliant knowledge with us.
Mahsı̀ Cho for spending time and thinking with us. We hope your families, community, your
relations and your lands and waters are as healthy as can be.
Mahsı̀ Cho to all of the students, emerging writers and artists and first time presenters who
participated.
Mahsı̀ to Thumlee Drybones-Foliot and Kelsey Wrightson for all of the incredible and hard
work they put in to organize this event. Mahsı̀ to Kynyn Doughty, Charlene Like, Leanne
Betasamosake Simpson, Sydney Krill and Rachel Cluderay for organizing assistance, and all
the amazing members of the Dechinta team for coming together to make this happen.
Mahsı̀ Cho to the land, our Elders and Ancestors for standing with us and sustaining us.
We look forward to gathering together again in the future.
Mahsı̀ | Mársı | Máhsı | Hąį’ | Quana | ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᒃ (Qujannamiik) | Quyanainni |
Kinanāskomitin| Miigwech| Mahalo
NAISA North Organizing Committee

